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RECREATIONAL AIRCRAFT AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE 

AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER – 231208-1 Issue 1
COMPULSORY FITTMENT OF BALLISTIC PARACHUTE 
WARNING PLACARDS
To: 
All owners of RA-Aus registered aircraft fitted with ballistic parachutes.
Background: A recent article in the RA-Aus magazine outlined the need to have warning placards on aircraft fitted with ballistic parachutes. The ATSB has also indicated that during an accident or incident investigation a very dangerous situation can occur if the investigator is unaware that an aircraft has a ballistic parachute fitted, particularly if the aircraft is unfamiliar to first person/s on the scene. In a rescue situation the person/s being rescued and the rescuers are in danger if they are unaware of ballistic parachutes fitted to the aircraft. Ballistic parachutes use a rocket to launch the parachute away from the aircraft. The inadvertent activation of the ballistic parachute can cause serious injury to people nearby.
Action Required: 
1. If not already fitted, place ballistic parachute warning placards in a position where any person approaching the aircraft from any direction is aware that a ballistic parachute is fitted to the aircraft.
2. The placard should be in a position near the parachute pack on the exterior of the aircraft and near the activation mechanism. Placards Must Not be placed on the disposable hatch or egress point of the Ballistic Rocket, instead in close proximity to the egress point and on the main fuselage/visible canister on the aircraft.
RA-Aus have a supply of large (95mm x 95mm) and small (55mm x 55mm), placards available free to owners of the affected RA-Aus aircraft.  These can be requested by contacting the RA-Aus Technical Manager by phone 02 6280 4700 or by email tech@raa.asn.au  

Reports Required: Nil
Stephen Bell
Technical Manager
Defect Reporting is one of the primary ways we have in ensuring continued safety in our operations.

